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ABSTRACT 
 
Research and extension collaboration has traditionally been a challenge, especially within 
and among the smaller land grant institutions, primarily because of limited resources. 
These institutions’ ability to interact with counterpart researchers and extension educators 
in the larger 1862 institutions is similarly constrained by lack of resources. This 
symposium highlights successes, identifies obstacles and explores ways in which 
research and extension collaboration can be strengthened within the land grant system. 
 
SYMPOSIUM SUMMARY 
 
Researchers in land grant institutions are continually asked to engage in integrated 
applied research. The U.S. Department of Agriculture, through the National Research 
Initiative (NRI) and other research grant programs, is emphasizing collaboration and 
integration of research and extension in attempt to uphold and enhance the three-fold 
functions of the land grant system – teaching, research and extension. Collaboration 
between research and extension helps both parties learn from each other. The extension 
educator gains first-hand experience with the research process, while the researcher 
understands how studies can be designed and implemented to maximize the potential for 
extension educational use. This results in maximum beneficial impacts on individuals, 
families, communities, and the social and economic sectors on which they depend. 
 
Collaboration between researchers and extension educators can be a major challenge, 
especially within the 1890 land grant institutions, which traditionally have had to work 
with extremely meager resources. The majority of 1890 agricultural economists and other 
social scientists conducting research resides outside the cooperative extension machinery; 
and usually assumes heavy teaching responsibilities. The scare resources limit how much 
time these scientists can devote to research and extension. These resources also impose 
severe constraints on these scientists’ ability to interact with counterpart researchers and 
extension educators in the 1862 land grant institutions. However, there is a real need for 
collaboration where engagement of researchers, extension educators and stakeholders is 
meaningful and continuous. Viewing stakeholders as largely the same for both 
researchers and extension educators is one way of fostering and strengthening 
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collaboration, as is combining resources to jointly fund integrated research and extension 
efforts or initiatives.  
 
Even with this grim picture, examples of successful collaboration within and between 
1890 and 1862 land grant institutions exist. The purpose of this symposium is to 
showcase and/or highlight some of the collaboration success, identify major obstacles and 
begin a meaningful dialogue that defines ways in which collaboration in research and 
extension can be strengthened within the land grant system. 
 
FACILITATOR: Christopher G. Davis, Economist, USDA/ERS, 1800 M Street, 

Washington, D.C. 20036, email: chrisdavis@ers.usda.gov
 
PARTICIPANTS 
 
Public and Private Sector Collaboration: The Southern Region Risk Management 
Education Center, Ken W. Stokes, Professor and Director, Southern Region Risk 
Management Center, Texas Cooperative Extension Service, Stephenville, Texas. 
 
The Southern Region Risk Management Education Center was established by Texas 
Cooperative Extension; and is funded by a grant through USDA/CSREES. Public and 
private sector grant recipients assist agricultural producers and their families to be 
successful by using improved risk management skills. The Center is coordinating risk 
management education and outreach programs throughout the southern region, serving 
the states of Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, Florida, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, Puerto Rico and 
the Virgin Islands. The Center offers very good opportunities for extension collaboration 
between 1890 and 1862 institutions and is the focus point for team building efforts, 
communication networks, and stakeholder participation in the South. 
 
Opportunities for Collaboration: Lessons from the Southern AgBiotech Consortium 
for Underserved Communities, Govind Sharma, SACUC Director, Professor and Chair, 
Department of Plant and Soil Science, Alabama A&M University, Duncan M. Chembezi, 
Research Associate Professor and Director, Small Farms Research Center, Department 
of Agribusiness, Alabama A&M University and Gerald Wheelock, Professor, Department 
of Agribusiness, Alabama A&M University. 
 
The Southern AgBiotech Consortium for Underserved Communities (SACUC) is a 
jointly planned effort of eleven 1890 institutions to promote agricultural biotechnology 
research, education and outreach to farmers and consumers and strengthen K-Life science 
education. The Consortium attempts to reduce growing disparities in dissemination of 
science-based information and aid in rural sustainability. Through meticulous planning, 
two 1862 and eleven 1890 land grant institutions in ten states have joined resources 
pursuing and addressing a common problem. The presentation draws heavily on this 
research and extension collaborative effort by SACUC member institutions. 
 
An Assessment of Post-SOFSEC Collaborative Initiatives and the Involvement of 
Agricultural Economists and Other Social Scientists, Ntam Baharanyi, Professor and 
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Extension Economist, Tuskegee University, and Robert Zabawa, Research Professor, 
G.W. Carver Agricultural Experiment Station, Tuskegee University. 
 
The Southern Food Systems and Education Consortium (SOFSEC) is a partnership of 
eight 1890 institutions that has led to the implementation of many subsequent programs 
and other regional initiatives in areas of agricultural and community development. This 
effort has primarily focused on collaboration between the 1890 institutions and 
community-based organizations in the southern Black Belt. As issues of community and 
rural development become prominent, agricultural economists and other social scientists 
from research and extension, as well as from both the 1890 and the 1862s are being 
called upon to play key roles in the efforts to make select initiatives more relevant. 
 
Collaboration on Farm Financial Management and Business Planning, Kevin Klair, 
Extension Economist/Professor, Center for Farm Financial Management, Department of 
Agricultural and Applied Economics, University of Minnesota. 
 
The sharing of educational materials, software tools, experiences, and continued ongoing 
training and support of staff has enabled 1890 and 1862 educators to more effectively 
reach producers with business training programs. The resource challenges of building 
high quality software and training programs is mitigated somewhat by collaboration.  The 
challenge of reaching out to producers who are minimally motivated toward business and 
financial planning is being jointly explored by experienced educators from both 1890 and 
1862 institutions 
 
PRESENTATION FORMAT 
 
The symposium will be 90 minutes long. The facilitator will open the discussion by 
briefly stating the purpose of the symposium and also introducing participants. Each 
participant will be allowed 10-12 minutes to discuss, make comments or present their 
prepared remarks. The remaining time (approximately 45-50 minutes) will be devoted to 
a general or roundtable discussion by respondents and also by the audience to solicit 
input, reaction and additional insights. The facilitator will finally summarize the salient 
points from the overall discussion of the symposium. 
 
RESPONDENTS  
 
Desmond Jolly, Professor and Director, UC Small Farm Center, University of California-
Davis, Tel.: (530) 752-8136 email: dajolly@ucdavis.edu
James Novak, Professor and Extension Economist, Auburn University 
Tel.: (334) 844-3512 email: jnovak@acesag.auburn.edu
Audrey A Trotman, Economist and National Program Leader, USDA/CSREES, Tel.: 
(202) 720-1973, email: atrotman@csrees.usda.gov

mailto:dajolly@ucdavis.edu
mailto:jnovak@acesag.auburn.edu
mailto:atrotman@csrees.usda.gov


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


