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Was this session also submitted as an Invited Paper session?   
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Session Description (140 words or less):
Pesticide use has grown rapidly in West Africa over the past decade and a half. Yet regulatory capacity has not kept pace with the rapid proliferation of pesticide products and on farm use.  Farmers regularly complain about the bewildering variety of new pesticide products and the resulting variability in pesticide quality.  Health and environmental impacts, despite their potential importance, remain largely unmonitored. Based on in-depth field research among retailers and farmers, focus group with experts, and tests of product samples in multiple laboratories, this session explores a) the prevalence of frauds and quality concerns; and  b) risks for the environment and human health.
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Steven Haggblade, Independent Consultant, e-mail:  steven.haggblade@gmail.com
Role: 
Presenter    

Paper title: Quality implications of rapid growth in fraudulent pesticides in West Africa
Pesticide markets have grown far faster than regulatory monitoring capacity in West Africa. As a result, fraudulent pesticides now account for roughly one-third of pesticides sold.  This paper examines quality differences between fraudulent and registered pesticides as well as their implications for farmers, regulators and the environment.  Analysis focuses on laboratory testing of glyphosate, the region’s most widely used pesticide. Procurement of 100 glyphosate samples from 50 different retailers across Mali revealed that 45% were fraudulent.  Formulation verification testing at multiple testing laboratories reveals that fraudulent glyphosate products contain 8-10% less active ingredient than registered products and that one-third of fraudulent samples contained less than 75% of the active ingredient promised.  Agriculturally, frustrated farmers risk losing faith in purchased inputs necessary to raise productivity and feed growing cities.  Generally weak post-registration regulatory enforcement means that risks to human health and the environment remain largely unmonitored.  
Véronique Thériault, Michigan State University, e-mail: theria13@msu.edu
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Presenter    

Paper Title: Key Pesticide Risks in West Africa
Risk assessments were conducted in Cote d’Ivoire, Ghana, and Mali in order to identify key pesticide risks. Pesticide products available on the market have been categorized and ranked in terms of their active ingredients, level of toxicity, use level, geographical zones, and potential dangers to human health and the environment. This allows us to answer questions such as :  What active ingredients pose the greatest danger to human health and the environment?  What specific risks do they pose?  What cropping systems and locations face the greatest danger?  Based on this typology and ranking of pesticide risks, we propose sentinel sites for measuring and tracking pesticide risks to governments and donors concerned about growing use of unmonitored but highly toxic pesticides in the region.
