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Undergraduate Student Section Awards
Academic Bowl 
Outstanding Paper Competition 
Outstanding Chapter Award 
Creative Club Award

Graduate Student Section Awards
Graduate Student Case Study Competition  
Graduate Student Extension Competition

Outstanding Master’s Thesis Award
Sachintha Mendis, Colorado State University 
“Estimating Demand for Food Quantity and Quality in China”

HONORABLE MENTION
Savannah Noray, Harvard Kennedy School 
“Male Migration and Family-Related Outcomes”
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Outstanding Doctoral Dissertation
Aleks Schaefer, Royal Veterinary College, University of London 
“The Economics of Artemisinin and the Global Spread of Malaria”
Ellen McCullogh, University of Georgia 
“Structural Transformation in Sub-Saharan Africa: Agricultural Productivity, Labor Supply, 
and Occupational Choice”

HONORABLE MENTION
Yu Na Lee, University of Minnesota 
“Three Essays on the Economics of Price Volatility”

Distinguished Teaching Awards
LESS THAN TEN YEARS’ EXPERIENCE
Sierra Howry, University of Wisconsin, River Falls

UNDERGRADUATE TEACHING: TEN OR MORE YEARS’ EXPERIENCE
James Sterns, Oregon State University

GRADUATE TEACHING: TEN OR MORE YEARS’ EXPERIENCE
Gerald Shively, Purdue University

Distinguished Extension/Outreach Program Awards
INDIVIDUAL: LESS THAN TEN YEARS’ EXPERIENCE
Lee Schulz, Iowa State

INDIVIDUAL: TEN OR MORE YEARS’ EXPERIENCE
Gary Schnitkey, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

GROUP
Community and Economic Development Initiative of Kentucky (CEDIK) 
Alison Davis, Simona Balazs, Shane Barton, Melissa Bond, Sarah Bowker, Karen Fawcett, 
Joe Kercsmar, Sky Marietta, Melody Nall, Luke Ramsay, Jairus Rossi, Ryan Sandwick, Su 
Troske, Dan Kahl, Lori Garkovich, Jayoung Koo, Sookti Chaudhary, and Lucas Taulbee, 
University of Kentucky

Bruce Gardner Memorial Prize for Applied Policy Analysis
Scott Irwin, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign; Dwight Sanders, Southern 
Illinois University 
“The Impact of Index and Swap Funds on Commodity Futures Markets”
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Quality of Communication Award
Jayson Beckman, Kari Heerman, and John Dyck, USDA-ERS 
“The Global Landscape of Agricultural Trade”

HONORABLE MENTION
Jilliene Drayton, Mark Jekanow, Alex Melton, Rosanna Mentzer Morrison, Constance 
Newman, Cynthia Nickerson, Ethiene Salgado-Rodriguez, Dennis Vilorio, USDA-ERS 
“2017 Charts of Note”

Quality of Research Discovery Award
Martin Smith, Duke University 
“Seafood Prices Reveal Impacts of a Major Ecological Disturbance”

Publication of Enduring Quality Award
Brian Wright, University of California, Berkeley; Jeffrey Williams, University of California, 
Davis 
“Storage and Commodity Markets”

Outstanding American Journal of Agricultural Economics Article Award
Colin Carter, Gordon Rausser, Aaron Smith 
“Commodity Storage and the Market Effects of Biofuel Policies,” AJAE. (2017): 99 (4): 
1027–1055.

HONORABLE MENTION
Xiaodong Du, Hongli Feng, David Hennessey 
“Rationality of Choices in Subsidized Crop Insurance Markets,” AJAE. (2017): 99 (3): 
732–756.

Outstanding Applied Economic Perspectives & Policy Article Award
Nathaniel Jensen, Christopher Barrett 
“Agricultural Index Insurance for Development,” AEPP. (2017): 39 (2): 199–219

Outstanding Choices Article
Beau Olen, JunJie Wu 
“Tracking the Evolution and Recent Development in Whole Farm Insurance Programs,” 
2017 (3rd Quarter)

HONORABLE MENTION
Prithviraj Lakkakula, Frayne Olson 
“Sweeteners May Leave a Sour Note on NAFTA Renegotiations,” 2017 (4th Quarter)
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AAEA Fellow Awards

AAEA Trust Sponsored Awards
ANTHONY GRANO SCHOLARSHIP
Chinonso Etumnu and Maria Vrachioli

SYLVIA LANE MENTOR FELLOWSHIP
Graciela Andrango

UMA LELE MENTOR FELLOWSHIP
Ismat Ara Begum

CHESTER O. MCCORKLE JR. STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP
Jose Nuno

AARES-AAEA YOUNG PROFESSIONAL EXCHANGE PROGRAM
Heading North Award: Alexandra Peralta
Heading South Award: Tor Tolhurst

EARLY CAREER PROFESSIONAL AND GRADUATE STUDENT TRAVEL GRANTS
The AAEA Trust provided support to many applicants to attend this year’s annual 
meeting. A full list of grant winners can be found at https://www.aaea.org/trust/trust-
funded-programs 
The AAEA Trust Awards presented this evening were made possible by the generosity 
of our members’ donations to the AAEA Trust support categories and special purpose 
funds. Donations to the AAEA Trust can be made at the Registration Desk or online at 
www.aaea.org/trust/donate

John Beghin, North 
Carolina State University

Jill McCluskey, Washington 
State University

George Norton,  
Virginia Tech

Thomas Jayne, Michigan 
State University

Marcel Fafchamps, 
Stanford University
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AAEA AWARDS COMMITTEE
Rodolfo Nayga, University of Arkansas, 
Chair
Jeffrey Dorfman, University of Georgia, 
Board Liaision
Matt Rousu, Susquehanna University
Joan Fulton, Purdue University

OUTSTANDING MASTER’S THESIS
Stephen Devadoss, Texas Tech, Chair
Steve Boucher, University of California, 
Davis
Timothy Richards, Arizona State University
Harry de Gorter, Cornell Unviersity
Brent Swallow, University of Alberta
Brenna Ellison, University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign
Lenis Saweda Liverpool-Tasie, Michigan 
State University

OUTSTANDING DOCTORAL DISSERTATION
Kelly Cobourn, Virginia Tech, Chair
Michael Carter, University of California, 
Davis
Mindy Mallory, University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign
Kristi Hansen, University of Wyoming
Brian Roe, The Ohio State University
Tim Park, USDA-ERS

DISTINGUISHED TEACHING
Kathleen Liang, North Carolina A&T State 
University, Chair
Michael Gunderson, Purdue University
Christine Wilson, Kansas State University
Patricia Duffy, Auburn University
Jason Bergtold, Kansas State University
Andrew McKenzie, University of Arkansas

DISTINGUISHED EXTENSION/OUTREACH 
PROGRAM
Steven Deller, University of Wisconsin–
Madison, Chair
Todd Davis, University of Kentucky
Eric Scorsone, Michigan State University
Scott Irwin, University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign
Joan Fulton, Purdue University
Rebecca Dudensing, Texas A&M University

BRUCE GARDNER MEMORIAL PRIZE FOR 
APPLIED POLICY ANALYSIS
Keith Coble, Mississippi State University, 
Chair
Rodolfo Nayga, Jr., University of Arkansas
Jon Yoder, Washington State University
Bruce Babcock, Iowa State University
Keith Fuglie, USDA-ERS
James Richardson, Texas A&M University

QUALITY OF COMMUNICATION
Josh Woodard, Cornell University, Chair
Eric Belasco, Montana State University
Mary Ahearn, USDA-Economic Research 
Service
Andrew Barkley, Kansas State University
Becca B.R. Jablonski, Colorado State 
University
Damona Doye, Oklahoma State University

QUALITY OF RESEARCH DISCOVERY
Greg Colson, University of Georgia, Chair
Thomas Sproul, University of Rhode Island
Greg Traxler, University of Washington
Chris McIntosh, University of Idaho
Barry Goodwin, North Carolina State 
University
Daniel Phaneuf, University of Wisconsin, 
Madison

Agricultural & Applied Economics Association Awards Committee
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PUBLICATION OF ENDURING QUALITY
Charles Moss, University of Florida, Chair
Walter Thurman, North Carolina State 
University
David Willis, Clemson University
Konstantinos Giannakas, University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln
Cathy Roheim, University of Idaho
Julian Alston, University of California, Davis

AMERICAN JOURNAL OF AGRICULTURAL 
ECONOMICS ARTICLE EDITORIAL BOARD
Timothy Beatty, University of California, 
Davis
Travis Lybbert, University of California, 
Davis
Terrance Hurley, University of Minnesota
Timothy Richards, Arizona State University
F. Bailey Norwood, Oklahoma State 
University
Céline Bonnet, Toulouse School of 
Economics
Metin Çakır, University of Minnesota
Danny Campbell, University of Stirling  
Joyce J. Chen, The Ohio State University
Hayley H. Chouinard, Colorado State 
University
Alan de Brauw, IFPRI
Paul L. Fackler, North Carolina State 
University
Jeremy D. Foltz, University of Wisconsin, 
Madison
Julieta Frank, University of Manitoba
Miguel I. Gomez, Cornell University
Jason H. Grant, Virginia Tech 
Nathan P. Hendricks, Kansas State 
University 
Vivan Hoffmann, IFPRI
Jennifer E. Ifft, Cornell University
Lisa Mancino, USDA-ERS

Pierre Mérel, University of California, Davis
Kent Messer, University of Delaware
Chad D. Meyerhoefer, Lehigh University
Charles Moss, University of Florida
Céline Nauges, LERNA-INRA
Abigail M. Okrent, USDA-ERS
Christopher F. Parmeter, University of 
Miami
Gabe J. Power, Laval University
Matin Qaim, University of Goettingen
Jacob Ricker-Gilbert, Purdue University
Tina L. Saitone, University of California, 
Davis
Abdoul G. Sam, The Ohio State University
Laura Schechter, University of Wisconsin, 
Madison
Jordan F. Suter, Colorado State University
Jesse B. Tack, Kansas State University
Dawn Thilmany McFadden, Colorado State 
University 
Charles A. Towe, University of Connecticut
Karen Marours 

APPLIED ECONOMIC PERSPECTIVES & 
POLICY EDITORIAL BOARD
Craig Gundersen, University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign
Christopher McIntosh, University of Idaho
Daniel Petrolia, Mississippi State University
Frode Alfnes, Norwegian University of Life 
Sciences
Joseph Balagtas, Purdue University
John Crespi, Iowa State University
Jikun Huang, Center for Chinese 
Agricultural Policy
Qiuqiong Huang, University of Arkansas
Ivan Kandilov, North Carolina State 
University
Roman Keeney, Purdue University
P. Lynn Kennedy, Louisiana State University
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Dayton Lambert, University of Tennessee
Sergio Lence, Iowa State University
Bidhisha Mandal, Washington State 
University
Lanier Nalley, University of Arkansas
David Pannell, University of Western 
Australia
Nick Paulson, University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign
Donna Ramirez-Harrington, University of 
Vermont
Matt Rousu, Susquehanna University
Silvia Secchi, University of Iowa
Teresa Serra, University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign
Wendy Umberger, University of Adelaide
Pilar Useche, University of Florida
Davide Viaggi, University of Bologna
Alfons Weersink, University of Guelph
Parke Wilde, Tufts University
Chen Zhen, University of Georgia

CHOICES EDITORIAL BOARD
Alison Davis, University of Kentucky, Editor
Kynda Curtis, Utah State University, Editor
Amy Bekkerman, Precision Edits, Technical 
Editor
Kathy Lipton, formerly of USDA-ERS, 
Technical Editor
Kathryn Boys, North Carolina State 
University
Rebekka Dudensing, Texas A&M
Derek Farnsworth, University of Florida
Joe Glauber, IFPRI
Scott Irwin, University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign
Nathan Kauffman, Federal Reserve Bank of 
Kansas City
Ricky Volpe, Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo

Ron Rainey, University of Arkansas
Cesar L. Escalante, University of Georgia - 
Athens
Ariel Dinar, University of California, 
Riverside
Jennifer Ifft, Cornell University
James Sterns, Oregon State University
Russel Tronstad, University of Arizona
Amanda Countryman, Colorado State 
University

FELLOWS SELECTION COMMITTEE
Rob King, University of Minnesota, Chair
Jayson Lusk, Purdue University, Board 
Liaison
Laurian Unnevehr, IFPRI
Erik Lichtenberg, University of Maryland
Jo Swinnen, University of Leuven
Jeffrey Dorfman, University of Georgia
Philip Pardey, University of Minnesota
Ron Mittelhammer, Washington State 
University
Cathy Kling, Iowa State University
Helen Jensen, Iowa State University
James McDonald, USDA-ERS
Wade Brorsen, Oklahoma State University
David Hennessey, Michigan State 
University
Chris Barrett, Cornell University
JunJie Wu, Oregon State University
Julie Caswell, University of Massachusetts 
Amherst
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