
James W. Richardson 
 
 
 Dr. James W. Richardson is a Co-Director of the Agricultural and Food Policy 
Center, Regents Professor in the Department of Agricultural Economics, and AgriLife 
Research Senior Faculty Fellow, at Texas A&M University.  He has research and 
graduate teaching, responsibilities in public policy and simulation analysis.  James joined 
Texas A&M in 1978 after completing a Ph.D. in Agricultural Economics at Oklahoma 
State University. He received a BS in Agricultural Economics at New Mexico State 
University and his MS in Agricultural Economics at Oklahoma State University.   
 
 His current research topics include 2008 farm bill implementation analyses, 
economics of ethanol and biodiesel production, fuel vs. food, water needs for the ethanol 
industry, changes in world trade due to biofuels production, and evaluation of alternative 
feed stocks for biofuels production.  He is directing 10 Ph.D. and MS students and 
teaches two graduate risk courses each year.  


