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AAEA Extension Section Teleconference Minutes - December 8, 2006

President William Edwards convened the teleconference at 10:35 a.m. central time and welcomed the new members of the Board.

Present 
William Edwards 
Laurence Crane  
Karen Klonsky 
Sam Funk 
Duncan Chembezi  
Steve Halbrook 
Wes Musser 
Otto Doering 
Larry Sanders 
Henry Bahn 
Trent Teegerstrom 
Terri Haffner (substituting for Yvonne Bennett, AAEA) 

Absent 
Ken Bailey 
Bob Craven

Guests 
Chris Davis 

I. Minutes—Laurence Crane

Minutes for the November 10, 2006 AAEA Extension Section Board teleconference were reviewed with no corrections. Motion (by Funk, second by 
Klonsky) to approve was unanimous.

II. Report from AAEA Board-Otto Doering

Otto Reported that the move to EDI in Milwaukee was progressing on schedule. The first function being transferred is the electronic data management. The 
goal is to have this transferred ASAP and functioning in time to accommodate planning and preparations for the annual meeting. Current staff reductions 
will begin at the end of March and the move will be completed by August 31, 2007.

III. Report from the AAEA Business Office-Terri Haffner 

Terri reported that the AAEA had received the Extension Section Track Proposal. The AAEA BOD will next meet in January in Chicago. 

IV. Extension Track Proposal-William Edwards 
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After our proposal was submitted it came to our attention that COSBAEhad not jointly submitted the session (Changing Dynamics in Cooperative 
Extension and the Role of Extension Economists: Change or ChangedAgents) as part of their submission. Likewise the Graduate Student Section made 
their submission as a Competition rather than as jointly submitted symposia with us. This has created the problem of the Extension Section having one too 
many symposia proposed. Both of thesewere the result of communication problems and not due to lack of interest or support of co-sponsoring these 
sessions. Chris Davis, President of COSBAE was on the call and offered to work with other AAEA Sections that have open slots to see if one of them will 
co-sponsor one of the other symposia being proposed by COSBAE, thus freeing up room for the session with us. Chris also expressed a strong commitment 
for 
co-sponsoring this session with Extension. Chris has also spoken to the AAEA President and has been given some latitude in resolving this. It was decided 
to give Chris time to see if he can resolve this by securing co-sponsorship for another of COSBAE's symposia with another section. A motion (by Musser, 
second by Crane) was approved to give William authority to resolve this if Chris is unable to secure co-sponsorship, as long as the sessions we have already 
approved are not eliminated.

The Committee also discussed the preference of having the Graduate Student Competition as a track symposium on Monday so we can recognize the 
winners at the Extension Luncheon on Tuesday.

Note: Subsequent to the call William reported by E-mail: "Chris Davis called me and said that COSBAE had come to an agreement 
with CWAE (Committee on Women in Agricultural Economics) to co-sponsor one of the symposia that COSBAE had included in their track, thus freeing 
up half a track which they can use for the symposium that they will co-sponsor with our section. He will take care of notifying the AAEA office, so our 
track proposal can stand as submitted. I will communicate with Michelle Mullins of the Grad Student Section that we would like to have the final 
competition during a track time slot, as we proposed."

V. Graduate Student Award-Larry Sanders 

Larry reported on the status of the award brochure. The final wording has been approved, addressing the issue of this being a Section award and not an 
Association award. He expressed appreciation to the AAEA business office for their help in preparing for the printing and distribution of the brochure but 
voiced the Extension Section Executive Committee's concern that the timeline for release is becoming critically short. He will work with Darryl Nitsch to 
resolve any outstanding issues and get the brochure out.

In January Larry will be in contact with those who have volunteered to help with the award. Any suggestions and further input on evaluation criteria are 
welcome.

VI. Ag-Study Tour-William Edwards 

William provided a status report on the planning for the study tour. Wes Musser is the Extension Board contact for the tour. Wes Musser, William Edwards, 
Karen Klonsky, and Trent Teegerstrom will have a conference call with the Oregon folks (William Jaeger and Bart Eleveld) to discuss possibilities for the 
tour and report back to the Extension Board.

VII. Luncheon Speaker-William Edwards 

There was no new information to report. Several possibilities for speakers were discussed. 

VIII. Nominations-William Edwards 
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A. 2007 Section Board Officers. Nominations are needed for President-Elect and NE Region, At-large, and 1890 Institution directors. As Past-President, 
Karen Klonsky will assume responsibility for soliciting candidates to nominate. Terri will send Karen the list of current Section members. Suggestions for 
potential candidates should be forwarded to Karen. Duncan will work to secure nominations for the 1890 Institutions' representative. The slate of candidates 
and their bio information needs to be sent to the AAEA business office by March 1, 2007.

B. 2007 Extension Awards. The Board discussed the importance of securing nominations for the three categories of awards: Individual-Less than 10 Years' 
Experience, Individual-More than 10 Years' Experience, and Group Award. William will send an E-mail to all section members informing them of the 
awards and encouraging them to submit nominations. Information about the awards is available on the Extension section webpage. Nominations need to be 
sent to the AAEA Office by February 1, 2007.

Meeting adjourned at 11:50 am.

The next meeting will be at 10:30 a.m. (Central Time), Friday, January12, 2007.

Respectfully submitted, 
Laurence Crane 
Secretary-treasurer

  

AAEA Extension Section Teleconference Minutes - November 10, 2006

President William Edwards convened the teleconference at 10:35 a.m. central time and welcomed the new members of the Board.

William Edwards 
Ken Bailey 
Laurence Crane  
Bob Craven  
Sam Funk  
Duncan Chembezi 
Steve Halbrook 
Wes Musser 
Otto Doering 
Larry Sanders 
Karen Klonsky 
Terri Haffner (substituting for Yvonne Bennett, AAEA) 

Absent 
Trent Teegerstrom 
Henry Bahn 

Minutes—Laurence Crane

Minutes for the October 13, 2006 AAEA Extension Section Board teleconference were reviewed with no corrections. Motion (by Funk, second by Sanders) 
to approve was unanimous.

II. Financial Report—William Edwards

William gave a brief overview of the financial status of the section. The section made a substantial profit last year, primarily from the study tour and the 
extension luncheon. As noted in the minutes for previous meetings the profits and losses by the section are shared equally by the association. 

file:///C|/Documents and Settings/jreisdor/Desktop/Websites/AAEA Extension Committee/minutes2006.html
 (3 of 21)9/19/2007 9:03:00 AM



AAEA - Extension Section

III. AAEA Board Report—Otto Doering 

Doering discussed the transition plans for the move from Ames to Milwaukee. He also summarized the workings of the Outreach Committee regarding 
their work preparatory to the AAEA Board meeting scheduled for January in Chicago. The committee is looking at the broad role of association outreach, 
not just the Choices publication. The fundamental question being addressed is: Are we an association that just communicates with our own members and 
provides professional development opportunities for our members, or is our association mission a broader mission? The answer to that question is 
fundamental to our outreach mission and activities. He noted that Choices had developed a very credible reputation with a wide range of policy makers and 
agribusiness leaders.  

IV. AAEA Office Report—Terri Haffner for Yvonne Bennett 

Terri had nothing official to report. Participants on the call expressed appreciation to Terri for her dedicated work and support of the Extension Section. 

V. Graduate Student Award Nominations—Larry Sanders 

Larry reported that the brochure was completed and that the AAEA office estimated that it would cost approximately $800 to print and distribute hard 
copies of the brochure. Discussion centered on the importance of having wide distribution of information about the award (both electronically and hard 
copy) because it is a new effort. A motion (by Funk, second by Bailey) to spend up to $1000 for printing and distribution of a hard copy brochure was 
approved.

Larry also reported that the decision had been made to provide a cash award to all three top award recipients. Appreciation was expressed to the Farm 
Foundation for providing the funds for the cash awards.

All were encouraged to do what they could to distribute word about the award.

VI. Organized Symposium Proposals—William Edwards  

Prior to the call William distributed summaries of the nine proposals received and tabulated the rankings the Extension Section Board members had 
provided to him. The section is allocated six slots to fill, and co-sponsored sessions only count as one-half. After a lengthy discussion it was decided to 
accept the following symposia proposals: 

1.  Extension Livestock Outlook (Kenneth Bailey) 
2.  Extension Crops Outlook (Henry Bahn) 
3.  Extension Agricultural Policy Outlook (Sam Funk) 
4.  Measuring the Impact of Extension Economics Programming (Ron Plain) 
5.  Outreach Efforts Focused on Sustaining Small & Mid-Sized Farms and Local Food Systems in a Globalizing Environment (Larry Lev) 
6.  Changing Dynamics in Cooperative Extension and the Role of Extension Economists: Change or Changed Agents (joint sponsorship with 

COSBAE) (Duncan Chembezi, James Novak, Ntam Baharanyi, Doris Newton) 
7.  Graduate Student Competition (joint sponsorship with Graduate Student Section) (Larry Sanders, Margot Rudstrom, Don Ricks, Kamina Johnson) 

William will forward the Section proposal to the AAEA Board by the deadline of December 1st. He will also communicate to the submitters of the two 
proposals that were not accepted for this year’s program, thank them for their submissions, and encourage them to consider re-submitting them for 
consideration again next year, or to the general symposia competition.

VII. Plans for 2007 Portland meeting—William Edwards 
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A. Study Tour. The Board discussed ideas for the Ag Study Tour and the opportunity to experience the innovative agriculture and resource use in the 
Portland area. Both William Jaeger and Bart Eleveld have volunteered to help with the tour. Wes Musser will be the Extension Board contact for tour 
organization. 

B. Extension Luncheon. The Board discussed potential topics (policy, environmental/natural resource use conflicts, urban/rural challenges, etc.) for a 
luncheon speaker to address. The general sentiment was that a speaker outside of AAEA and Extension would be preferred. Karla Chambers was suggested 
as a possible speaker. 

A motion (by Sanders, second by Crane) to adjourn was approved. Meeting adjourned at 11:50 am. 

The next meeting will be at 10:30 a.m. (Central Time), Friday, December 8, 2006.

Respectfully submitted, 
Laurence Crane 
Secretary-treasurer

  

AAEA Extension Section Teleconference Minutes - October 13, 2006

President William Edwards convened the teleconference at 10:35 a.m. pacific time.

Participating in the call were: 
William Edwards 
Ken Bailey 
Laurence Crane 
Bob Craven 
Sam Funk 
Patricia McAleer (substituting for Henry Bahn) 
Larry Sanders 
Trent Teegerstrom 
Karen Klonsky 
Yvonne Bennett, AAEA 

Absent 
Duncan Chembezi  
Steve Halbrook  
Wes Musser 
Otto Doering 

I. Minutes

Minutes for the September 8, 2006 AAEA Extension Section Board teleconference were reviewed with minor corrections. Motion (by Bailey, second by 
Teegerstrom) to approve was unanimous. 

II. Section Leaders’ Conference Call report—William Edwards

 William gave a brief overview of the conference call with the section leaders. There was nothing new that Yvonne had not already covered with the 
Extension Section during our September call and that is covered in the September 8th meeting minutes.

III. Graduate Student Award—Larry Sanders
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 Larry reported that he has received some good comments and is close to finalizing the brochure. He will send the final copy to William for his 
review prior to sending it to the AAEA office as early as next week. Larry still needs 3-5 volunteers to help evaluate the packets when they come 
in. Currently Don Ricks and Jim Novak have volunteered. Depending on the number of submissions, he may need additional volunteers to help 
review. The intent is to have one of the advisors from the Student Section help on the evaluation team as well because this is a joint award 
between the two sections. Ken Bailey volunteered to help, once the semester is over. 

IV. Plans for 2007 Portland meeting—William Edwards

 Correspondence went out this week from Steve Buccola to all association members in leadership positions informing them that the AAEA Executive 
Board of Directors has decided to contract the Association's administrative functions to Executive Director, Inc. (EDI) of Milwaukee, Wisconsin. The 
move is designed to improve efficiency and flexibility of services, and control costs. EDI has state-of-the-art IT capacity and infrastructure. 

Executive Director Yvonne Bennett and Communications Manager Darryl Nitsch are the only staff that will join EDI. Yvonne will move to Milwaukee; 
Darryl is already located there. All association administrative functions will be provided, under Yvonne's supervision, by EDI employees. EDI's is highly 
respected in the association management industry and services 26 other client associations. 

Some AAEA administrative functions, such as Annual Meeting planning, may be transferred to EDI as early as December 2006. Other functions will be 
transferred at the beginning of our fiscal year, 1 April 2007. The transition will be completed by 1 September 2007.

V. Plans for 2007 Portland meeting—William Edwards

 

The Extension Section Board discussed plans for the meeting in Portland. Sam Funk volunteered to organize the Policy Session. The Board discussed the 
merits of changing the format to energize the discussion at the session; however, the session has been very popular under the current format and some 
expressed the opinion, “if it isn’t broken, don’t fix it.” Volunteers are needed to organize the crops and the livestock sessions. These proposals will likely 
just be updated versions of previous proposals. The Section will also be co-sponsoring sessions with COSBAE and with the Graduate Student Sections. 
This leaves two open slots for symposia because the co-sponsored symposia with COSBAE and the Graduate Section will each count as only one-half 
session against our limit.. Proposals need to be submitted by November1st. 

The Economics, Statistics, and Information Resources Committee has approached the AAEA Foundation for funding to support the technology required 
to allow on-line demonstrations of web-based tools. If funded, they are asking the Extension Section to help demonstrate extension tools during some of 
the seven sessions they are planning over two days (Monday and Tuesday). It was unknown how this activity will count towards the number of Extension 
sessions.

The Board discussed the merits of moving the Ag Study Tour to Wednesday, rather than Saturday. Motion (by Funk, second by Klonsky) to continue with 
the tour on Saturday was unanimously approved. 

VI. Report on Association Outreach—Karen Klonsky for Otto Doering

 
Karen reported for Otto on the activities of the Outreach Committee that is evaluating how the association can best meet their outreach mission. This is a 
broader issue than just Choices magazine. They are working to identify who the audience is besides AAEA, and then will look at the possible methods of 
reaching the various members of this public and private audience.
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A motion (by Funk, second by Crane) to adjourn was approved. Meeting adjourned at 11:50 am. 

The next meeting will be at 10:30 a.m. (Central Time), Friday, November 10, 2006.

Respectfully submitted, 
Laurence Crane 
Secretary-treasurer  

  

AAEA Extension Section Teleconference Minutes - September 08, 2006

President William Edwards convened the teleconference at 10:35 a.m. central time and welcomed the new members of the Board.

Participating in the call were: 
William Edwards  
Ken Bailey  
Laurence Crane  
Bob Craven 
Duncan Chembezi  
Patricia McAleer (substituting for Henry Bahn) 
Larry Sanders 
Trent Teegerstrom 
Steve Halbrook 
Wes Musser 
Otto Doering 
Yvonne Bennett, AAEA 

Absent 
Sam Funk 
Karen Klonsky 

I. Minutes

Minutes for the July 12, 2006 AAEA Extension Section Board teleconference were reviewed with no corrections. Motion (by Sanders, second by Musser) 
to approve was unanimous. 

Minutes from the July 23, 2006 Extension Section Business Meeting held in Long Beach, California were reviewed for corrections. These minutes will be 
presented at the next Annual Business Meeting in Portland for approval by the section membership.  

II. AAEA Report—Yvonne Bennett 
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Recap of Section activities in Long Beach 
Yvonne commented on the quality of the Extension Section activities and recognized the leadership of the section. She reported that overall AAEA 
attendance was down. They had budgeted for a projected attendance of 1350, however actual attendance was only 1221. The AAEA was able to make some 
significant on site adjustments and were able to stay within budget. 

The Extension section currently shows a budget surplus of $1,865 from the ag-tour. She asked the Board to make sure there are no outstanding tour 
expenses. The reason for the surplus is a result of lower than planned expenses due to less expensive lunches and a request by the local educator not to pay 
honorariums to the farms visited. The Extension lunch ran an $892 surplus as well. The ticket price is set to cover meal, speaker travel, honorarium and A/
V expenses. The AAEA and Extension Section share both profit and losses on these co-sponsored activities.

With respect to planning a tour for next year, Yvonne directed the section to be aware of the legal implications for bus driver restraints and the financial 
consequences when a tour exceeds the contracted schedule. These potential problems can be avoided with proper planning.

Plans for 2007 Portland meeting 
Yvonne reported that there will be no formal sessions planned for Wednesday. To make this happen, all lunches will be on Tuesday freeing up the Monday 
lunch time for sessions. The plan is to accept 25% fewer Organized Symposia and Selected Papers, with the expected result being and increase in quality of 
papers, session attendance and participation. There will also be an increased focus on Selected Posters. They are working on having better facilities for 
Poster presentation and display. Post-conference activities are encouraged to help meet sleeping room commitments at the hotel and to encourage attendees 
to stay through the end of Tuesday’s formal activities.

There will be a Section Leaders’ conference call the first week of October to get further information from the business office and encourage joint section 
offerings. By co-hosting sessions, a section can increase their offerings by getting their name on more sessions. As a reminder, sections make the decision 
on session topics, not the AAEA Board.

III. Plan of Work—William Edwards  

William distributed with the meeting agenda a Plan of Work for the Extension Section for next year. Following discussion, a motion (by Baily, second by 
Craven) to accept the Plan was unanimously approved. 

IV. Graduate Student Award—Larry Sanders 

Larry reported that information about the award went out to Department Heads and other select individuals earlier in the month. The committee is seeking 
samples of guidelines on other “excellent programs” to help in establishing the guidelines for this award. The AAEA Business Office (Darryl Nitsch) will 
print and mail materials when they are developed. The committee will also be soliciting help to judge the submissions. This award is being given jointly 
with the Graduate Student Section. 

V. Newsletter—William Edwards 

William reported that Karen Klonsky will be preparing a summary of the meeting for the newsletter. The upcoming deadlines for nominations will be in the 
newsletter. October 1st is the deadline for nominations to the AAEA Board. These nominations should go directly to the Nominating Committee. Also a 
pitch to checkout the new website design will be included. 

VI. Website Report—Bob Craven 
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