Senior Section: Track Session on Prospects for GMO Labeling

The rapid adoption of GMO varieties of corn, soybeans and cotton has precipitated consumer concerns
about labeling food products containing GMO ingredients. Bills to require GMO labeling, or otherwise
regulate genetically engineered foods, have been introduced in over 30 states and more initiatives are in
process. Connecticut’s and Maine’s legislatures have passed bills mandating the labeling of foods
containing GMOs, but for both enactment is contingent upon passage of similar legislation in nearby
states. Vermont’s law to require labeling delayed enactment for two years and in the meantime is being
challenged in the courts. Last November, Colorado and Oregon voters rejected ballot measures that
would have made GMO labeling mandatory. Similar measures were defeated in California in 2012 and
in Washington in 2013. Congress also will be considering legislation, which would likely preempt state
efforts.

This issue has significant international implications with the planted acreage of GMO crops in developing
countries exceeding that of industrial nations, and many other countries, including the entire European
Union, requiring labeling of genetically modified foods.

What are the prospects for GMO food labeling and for GMO foods, in general? That’s the question for
this track session, co-sponsored by the Senior and Extension Sessions at the 2015 AAEA Annual Meeting
in San Francisco. The presenters will discuss the factors that are involved in answering this question,
including consumer reactions to GMOs, the costs of mandatory GMO labeling, and the potential for new
developments. Two “outside” presenters will be Alison Van Eenennaam, Animal Scientist, University of
California, Davis, and Michael K. Hansen, Senior Staff Scientist with Consumers Union, publisher of
Consumer Reports.

Don’t miss this session at 2:45 pm on Tuesday, July 28 in the Pacific H Room of the San Francisco
Marriott Marquis. Come early if you want a seat!



